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By this method every word will have its hhW 
and the reader will be informed of the gradual 
changes of the language, and have before his eyes 
the rife of feme words, and the fall of others. But 
observations fo minute and accurate are to be defired 
rather than expected, and if ufe be carefully fupplied 
curiofity muft fometimes bear its difappointments. 

This, my Lord, is my idea of an Englilh dictio- 
nary, a dictionary by which the pronunciation of 
our language may be fixed, and its attainment fa- 
cilitated; by which its purity may be preferved, its 
ufe afcertained, and its duration lengthened. And 
though, perhaps, to correct the language of nations 
by books of grammar, and amend their manners by 
difcourfes of morality, may be tafks equally difficult ; 
yet as it is unavoidable to wilh, it is natural likewife 
to hope, that your Lordlhip's patronage may not be 
wholly loft ; that it may contribute to the prefervation 
of antient, and the improvement of modern writers; 
that it may promote the reformation of thofe tranllators, 
who for want of underftanding the characteriftical 
difference of tongues, have formed a chaotic dialect of 
heterogeneous phrafes; and awaken to the care of purer 
diction, fome men of genius, whofe attention to ar- 
gument makes them negligent of ftile, or whofe rapid 
imagination, like the Peruvian torrents, when it brings 
down gold, mingles it with land. 

When 
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, cannot, tny Ud, £ B lo ok 
at its extent, and, li« ™e 10 
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under laws. 


4. rrUt lw the ffreat Roman orator, that 
WE Z front pfopo fe I himfelf the higheft de- 
^SJZ^^ he may flop with honour at 
STfeXr the'third : though therefore my perfor- 
nice foould fall below the excellence o oth r 
dictionaries, 1 may obtain, at leaft he prarfe o 
having endeavoured well, nor frail I think it any re 
lach to my diligenee, that I have retired without 
Ttriumph from a°conteft with united academies and 
W fucceffions of learned compilers. I cannot hope 
in the warmeft moments, to preferve fo much caution 
through fo long a work, as not often to fink into 
negligence, or to obtain fo much knowledge of all 
its parts, as not frequently to fail by ignorance 
I exped that fometimes the defire of accuracy will 
urae me to fuperfluities, and fometimes the fear or 
prolixity betray me to omiffions ; that in the extent 


